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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 


Area  of  the  District 

236,649  acres 

Estimated  mid-year  population  of 
Llandeilo  R.D.C. 

. 23,680 

Number  of  Private  Dwelling  Houses 

. 6,771 

Number  of  Council  Houses 

. 1,296 

Total  Number  of  Houses 

. 8,067 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  . 

. 2.9 

Number  of  Births 

. 282 

Number  of  Deaths 

. 321 

Rateable  Value 

£422,979 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate  . . 

£1,640/16/9 
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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1967 


To  the  Chairman  and.  Members  of  the  Council 
Mr.  Chairman  and  Members, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Sixteenth  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  ending  31st  December,  1967. 

It  was  another  good  year  for  Public  Health  in  the  area  although 
the  Registrar  General’s  mid-year  estimated  population  again  showed 
a fall  in  the  population,  slightly  greater  than  last  year ; 1 50  compared 
with  140  in  1966.  There  were  61  fewer  births  and  12  fewer  deaths; 
although  there  was  a slight  increase  in  the  number  of  female  deaths, 
chiefly  from  coronary  diseases.  However,  a greater  number  of 
females  reached  90  years  or  over. 

I wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  Mr.  Thomas,  The 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  his  Assistants  for  their  co-oper- 
ation, as  well  as  other  members  of  the  Staff  and  the  Council  for 
their  continued  interest  and  support  in  the  work  of  the  department. 

I am,  your  obedient  servant, 

GLADYS  M.  HERBERT 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


LIVE  BIRTHS 


Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate  . . 

271 

134 

137 

Illegitimate  . . 

11 

7 

4 

Legitimate  and  Illegitimate 

282 

141 

141 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate  . . 

0 

0 

0 

Illegitimate  . . 

0 

0 

0 

Legitimate  and  Illegitimate 

0 

0 

0 

This  year  there  were  no  still  births. 

BIRTH  RATES,  DEATH  RATES,  ANALYSIS  OF 

MORTALITY 


BIRTH  RATES 


Llandeilo 

R.D.C. 

c.c.c. 

England 
& Wales 

Birth  rate  per  1 ,000  population 
Legitimate  1 1 .44T 
Illegitimate  0.46  J 

11.90 

12.90 

17.20 

Illegitimate  live  births  per 
cent  of  total  live  births  . . 

3.90 

5.50 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000 
total  births 

0.00 

19.00  j 

14.8 

8 


INFANT  DEATHS 


Under  1 week 


Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate  . . 

8 

5 

3 

Illegitimate  . . 

0 

0 

0 

Under  4 weeks 


• 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate  . . 

8 

5 

3 

Illegitimate  . . 

0 

0 

0 

Under  1 Year 


Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate  . . 

9 

6 

3 

Illegitimate  . . 

0 

0 

0 
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CLASSIFICATION  OF  INFANT  DEATHS 


Premat- 

urity 

Congenital 

Atelectasis 

Others 

Totals 

M F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  1 Day 

— 1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 Day 

1 — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Under  1 Week 

1 1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

2 

Under  4 Wks. 

Under  1 Year 

— — 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

Totals 

2 2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

6 

% 

3 

INFANT  DEATH  RATES 
per  1,000  Live  Births 


Llandeilo 

R.D.C. 

c.c.c. 

England 
& Wales 

Perinatal  mortality.  Still  births 
and  Infant  deaths  in  first 
week  of  life  per  1,000  total 
live  and  still  births. 

28.37 

32.70 

Early  neonatal.  Under  1 week 

28.37 

13.60 

Neonatal.  Under  4 weeks 

28.37 

15.90 

12.5 

Under  one  year 

Legitimate  ..  31.91 

Illegitimate  . . 

31.91 

18.71 

18.0 
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MATERNAL  MORTALITY 


Llandeilo 

R.D.C. 

c.c.c. 

England 
& Wales 

Number  of  Deaths 

0.00 

0.00 

Deaths  per  1,000 

0.00 

0.00 

0.02 

(live  and  still  births) 

DEATH  FROM  ALL  CAUSES  IN  1967 


There  was  a decrease  of  12  in  the  number  of  deaths  compared 
with  1966  and  the  death  rate  was  again  lower  than  the  County 
rate. 

Pneumoconiosis  was  a contributory  factor  in  the  cause  of  death 
in  12  males,  whose  ages  ranged  from  54  to  92  years. 

Number  of  deaths  — 321 

Male  — 180  Female  — 141 

64%  of  all  male  deaths  were  65  years  or  over 
77%  of  all  female  deaths  were  65  years  or  over 

34%  of  all  male  deaths  were  75  years  or  over 
55%  of  all  female  deaths  were  75  years  or  over 

6%  of  all  male  deaths  were  85  years  or  over 
21%  of  all  female  deaths  were  85  or  over 

3 males  and  1 1 females  were  90  years  or  over 
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DEATH  RATES 


Llandeilo 

c.c.c. 

England 

R.D.C. 

& Wales 

All  Causes  . . 

13.56 

13.90 

11.20 

NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  FROM  EACH  DISEASE 

with  rates  per  1,000  population 


Male  Female  Rate 


Tuberculosis 

0 

0 

0.00 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

0 

1 

0.04 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

3 

0 

0.12 

Cancer 

25 

16 

1.73 

Diabetes 

1 

0 

0.04 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

21 

27 

2.03 

Coronary  disease 

52 

32 

3.55 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

3 

2 

0.21 

Other  heart  diseases 

16 

17 

1.39 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

6 

12 

0.76 

Influenza 

0 

0 

0.00 

Pneumonia 

5 

3 

0.33 

Bronchitis 

8 

2 

0.42 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

13 

1 

0.59 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . . 

1 

1 

0.08 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  . . 

1 

2 

0.12 

Congenital  malformations 

3 

2 

0.21 

Motor  accidents 

7 

0 

0.29 

All  other  accidents 

4 

4 

0.33 

Suicide 

2 

0 

0 08 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

9 

19 

1.18 

All  causes 

180 

141 

13.56 

321 
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DEATH  FROM  CANCER 


There  were  fewer  deaths  from  cancer  compared  with  the  pre- 
vious year  including  one  less  male  death  from  lung  cancer. 

In  1967  there  were  forty-one  deaths  from  cancer  and  three 
from  leukaemia  compared  with  fifty-five  cases  of  cancer  and  one 
from  leukaemia  in  1966. 

The  majority  of  deaths  were  in  the  65  - 75  age  group  this  year. 


CLASSIFICATION  OF  CANCER  DEATHS  ACCORDING  TO  SITES  AND  AGES 
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LLANDEILO  R.D.C.— 1.73  C.C.C.— 2.40  England  & Wales— 2.30 
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PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  COMMUNICABLE  DISEASES 


There  were  again  thirty-nine  cases  of  measles  notified  and  also 
six  cases  of  whooping  cough.  No  other  diseases  were  notified. 

Llandeilo  R.D.C.  C.C.C. 


1966 

1967 

1966 

1967 

Scarlet  Fever 

. , 

0 

0 

19 

41 

Measles  . . 

• • 

80 

39 

1007 

1031 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

6 

5 

83 

Dysentery 

• . 

0 

0 

36 

170 

Erysipelas 

• • 

0 

0 

2 

5 

Food  Poisoning 

0 

0 

19 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

0 

0 

2 

3 

Pneumonia 

1 

0 

2 

13 

IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION 


For  the  twenty-first  year  in  succession  no  cases  of  Diphtheria 
occurred  in  the  district,  but  a few  still  occur  in  the  country,  so 
parents  should  ensure  that  their  children  are  protected  by  innocul- 
ation.  This  can  be  obtained  free  from  the  Family  Doctor  or  at  the 
Local  Infant  Welfare  Clinics. 


During  the  year  an  increased  number  of  children  were  given 
a triple  antigen  containing  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Tet- 
anus. 
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A larger  number  were  given  a booster  dose  of  the  triple  anti- 
gen or  Diphtheria  and  Tetanus  or  Tetanus  alone. 

Table  of  Inoculations  given: 


0/5  years 

5/14  years 

Boosters 

Trigen  . . 

348 

23 

143 

Quadruple 

— 

— 

— 

Diph  theria/Te  tanus 

— 

3 

11 

Whooping  Cough/Tetanus 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  only 

— 

— 

— 

Tetanus  . . 

2 

68 

9 

Smallpox : 

Separate  figures  for  the  district  are  not  available,  but  those  for 
the  whole  County  are  as  follows :- 


Age  at  date  of 
Vaccination 

Under  1 year 
1 year 
2 — 4 years 
5 — 14  years 
15  or  over 


No.  Vaccinated 

127 

698 

264 

84 

7 


No.  Re-vaccinated 

0 

0 

10 

157 

51 
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Poliomyelitis : 

Oral  vaccines  were  given  by  the  Family  Doctors  and  at  the 
Infant  Welfare  Clinics  and  in  the  Schools.  The  total  figures  for  the 
whole  County  are  as  follows 

No.  of  persons  who  have  received 
3 doses  of 

Age  Groups  oral  vaccines 

Children  born  1967  . . . . . . . . 315 

Children  born  1966  ..  ..  ..  ..  1185 

Children  born  1965  . . . . . . . . 324 

Children  born  1964  . . . . . . . . 102 

Young  persons  born  1960-63  . . . . . . 237 

Others  under  16  years  . . . . . . 263 

Total  ..  ..  2226 


Number  of  persons  given  reinforcing  dose  or  oral  vaccine — 91. 

B.G.G.  WHOLE  COUNTY 

Contact  Scheme: 

Number  of  skin  tested  . . . . 172 

Number  found  negative  ..  ..  121 

Number  vaccinated  . . . . . . 124 

School  Children  Scheme: 

Number  of  skin  tested  . . . . 1686 

Number  found  negative  . . . . 1476 

Number  vaccinated  . . . . . . 1325 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Seven  new  cases  were  notified  during  the  year;  three  males 
suffering  from  respiratory  disease,  and  also  four  cases  of  non- 
respiratory  disease,  two  males  and  two  females. 


There  were  no  deaths  from  this  disease  during  the  year. 


1966 

1967 

Total  Notifications 

3 

7 

Respiratory 

1 male.  0 female 

3 male.  0 female 

Non-respiratory 

1 male.  1 female 

2 male.  2 female 

Inward  Transfers 

0 male.  0 female 

0 male.  0 female 

The  following  table  gives  the  age  distribution  of  all  new  cases 
notified  during  1967. 


Age 

Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

Total  . 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

10 — 25  years 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

25 — 35  years 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

35 — 45  years 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

45 — 55  years 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

55 — b5  years 

1 

0 

1 

1 

3 

65  and  over 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Total 

3 

0 

2 

2 

7 
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TUBERCULOSIS  RATES  1967 


Llandeilo 

R.D.C. 

c.c.c 

Case  Rates:- 

Respiratory 

0.12 

0.36 

Non-respiratory  . . 

0.04 

0.08 

Death  Rate:- 

Respiratory 

0.04 

0.50 

Non-respiratory  . . 

0.00 

0.10 

England 
and  Wales 


MASS  RADIOGRAPHY  UNIT 


One  of  the  units  was  stationed  in  Llangadog  during  June, 
when  94  persons  were  examined,  7 of  whom  were  found  to  have 
some  abnormality,  but  only  2 required  further  observation. 

The  unit  also  visited  Brynamman  when  290  persons  were  ex- 
amined and  59  were  found  to  have  some  abnormality,  36  of  which 
were  due  to  pneumoconiosis.  Eight  others  required  further  obser- 
vation. 

One  of  the  units  also  visited  the  C.W.S.  Creamery,  Llangadog 
when  97  of  the  workers  were  examined,  and  only  2 required  further 
observation. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948  — SECTION  47 


No  court  action  was  required  under  this  section  during  the 
year,  but  a few  elderly  persons  were  visited  and  kept  under  obser- 
vation with  a view  to  voluntary  admission  to  a Welfare  Home. 
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DETAILS  OF  WATER  AND  SEWERAGE  SCHEMES 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

(a)  Schemes  completed  during  the  year: 

Extensions  Stage  IV  Comprehensive  Water  Supply  Scheme 
(Part) 

(b)  In  progress  during  the  year: 

Extensions  Comprehensive  Water  Scheme  — Pentregwyn 
area. 

(c)  Schemes  approved  by  the  Ministry  and  tenders  invited: 

Nil. 

(d)  Awaiting  approval  of  the  Ministry: 

Nil 

(e)  Schemes  under  consideration  31st  December,  1967 

Cynant  Water  main  renewal  (jointly  with  Llandovery 
Borough) 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

(a)  Schemes  completed  during  the  year: 

Cwmgwili  Road,  Capel  Hendre 

Sewerage  Scheme  for  factory  site  at  Cilyrychen,  Llandybie 

(b)  In  progress  during  the  year: 

Llanwrda  and  Llansadwrn  Sewerage  Scheme 

(c)  Schemes  approved  by  the  Ministry  and  tenders  invited : 

Nil 

(d)  Awaiting  approval  of  the  Ministry: 

Rhandirmwyn  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  scheme 
Myddfai  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  scheme 
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(e)  Schemes  under  consideration  31st  December,  1967: 


Cilycwm 

Caeo 

Talley 

Manordeilo 


Nantgaredig  Llanfynydd 

Farmers  Penybanc 

Derwydd  Pumpsaint 

Court  Henry  area 


Proposed  Sewer  Extensions: 

Brook  Cottages,  Glynamman  Ward 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS 


l.  Inspection  for  purpose  of  provision  as  to  health. 


Premises 

Inspections 

No.  of  written 
notices 

Prosecutions 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  L.As. 

3 

_ 

_ 

(ii).  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  I. .A. 

12 

_ 

- 

(iii).  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
L.A.  (excluding  outworkers 
premises)  . . 

1 

" 

' 

Total 

16 

- 

- 
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2.  Cases  in  which  defects  found. 


Number  of  Defects 


Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

No.  of 
Prosecut- 
ions 

Want  of  cleanliness  . . 

Overcrowding 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature  . . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  Ventilation 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  Conveniences:- 

(a)  insufficient 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective 

2 

2 

_ 

_ 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  not  including 

offences  relating  to  outwork 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

2 

2 

- 

- 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 


There  are  none  in  this  area. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 
OF  THE 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1967 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Members, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting,  for  your  information  and  kind 
consideration,  my  Sixteenth  Annual  Report. 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS 


Butchers  Shops  . . 

20 

Cafes 

18 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

19 

Confectioners 

16 

Canteens  and  Clubs 

5 

Food  Factories  . . 

5 

Bakehouses 

13 

Grocers  and  Greengrocers 

61 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

6 

Licensed  Premises 

48 

Slaughterhouses 

. . 808 

Factories 

16 

Offices  and  Shops 

27 

Water  Supplies 

136 

Drainage 

466 

Rodent  Control 

..  1830 

Refuse  Disposal 

38 

Infectious  Diseases 

6 

Filthy  and  Verminous  Pi'emises 

8 

Dwelling  Houses  (P.H.  Acts)  . . 

49 

Dwelling  Houses  (H.  Acts) 

731 

Dwelling  Houses  (Miscellaneous) 

. . 257 

Council  Houses 

157 

Nuisances  (Miscellaneous) 

99 

Total  4739 

SUMMARY  OF  NOTICES  SERVED 


Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  . . . . 35 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  33 

Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  served  . . 19 

Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  complied  with  19 

Works  undertaken  by  Council  in  default  . . 1 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


The  completions  of  various  extensions  in  1967  marked  the 
completion  of  the  Comprehensive  Water  Scheme,  now  better 
known,  perhaps,  as  the  Towy  Valley  Water  Scheme.  This  visionary 
scheme,  which  was  carried  out  in  stages  commencing  in  1958, 
involved  the  laying  of  200  miles  of  water  mains  with  reservoirs,  at 
a cost  of  more  than  £750,000,  and  what  could  be  more  appropriate 
to  crown  such  a scheme,  than  to  include  in  the  final  extension, 
Pantycelyn,  Llandovery,  home  of  the  late  William  Williams,  the 
renowned  Welsh  Preacher  and  Hymn  Writer. 

Resulting  from  the  completion  of  this  Water  Scheme,  it  can  be 
fairly  claimed  that  water  supply  need  no  longer  be  regarded  as  a 
major  problem  within  your  area,  where  today,  vast  networks  of 
mains  carrying  abundance  of  water  of  high  quality  extend  through- 
out its  length  and  breadth.  There  still  remain,  of  course,  isolated 
pockets  and  many  individual  dwellings  which  are  well  outside  the 
scope  of  your  several  schemes.  Some  of  these,  by  contributing  to- 
wards the  cost,  will  be  linked  up  from  time  to  time,  but  many  more 
in  this  category  must  needs  continue  to  depend  on  their  existing 
supplies.  These,  however,  are  decreasing  at  a steady  pace  annually, 
and  at  the  close  of  the  current  year,  only  9.5  per  cent,  of  the  proper- 
ties within  your  area  were  served  from  a spring  or  well,  from  which 
the  water  had  to  be  carried  to  the  premises.  78  per  cent,  of  the 
properties  enjoyed  a mains  supply  and  90.5  per  cent,  a piped  supply 
within  the  house. 

During  the  year,  forty-five  private  houses  were  connected  to 
a mains  supply  for  the  first  time. 

The  only  sample  from  public  supplies  which  proved  on  analysis 
to  be  unsatisfactory  bacteriologically,  was  that  taken  from  a dwell- 
ing served  by  the  Cynant  Main,  Llandovery.  As  this  particular  main 
serves  more  than  thirty  properties  within  your  area,  it  is  satisfying 
to  know  that  you  have  this  matter  under  very  serious  consideration. 

TABLE  OF  ANALYSIS  OF  SAMPLES  FOR  THE  YEAR 

(a)  Public  Supplies: 

Bacteriological  Examinations : 

Number  of  samples  collected  . . 14 

Number  of  samples  satisfactory  ..  13 

Number  of  samples  unsatisfactory  1 
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(b)  Private  Supplies: 

Bacteriological  Examination : 

Number  of  samples  collected  . . 35 

Number  of  samples  satisfactory  . . 23 

Number  of  samples  unsatisfactory  12 
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HOUSE  CONNECTIONS 


Parish 

Main  Supplies 

Private  Supplies 

Direct  to  House 

By  Standpipe 

No.  of 
Houses 

Popul- 

ation 

No.  of 
Houses 

Popul- 

ation 

No.  of 
Houses 

Popul- 

ation 

Llandingat  Without 

17 

48 

— 

— 

70 

212 

Llandeilo  Rural  . . 

984 

3289 

11 

40 

263 

771 

Llanegwad 

234 

752 

2 

7 

137 

479 

Llangadog  . . 

302 

1027 

— 

— 

123 

431 

Llanddeusant 

37 

120 

— 

— 

61 

150 

Llandyfeisant 

8 

27 

— 

— 

11 

38 

Llanfairarybryn 

82 

277 

2 

8 

143 

330 

Llanfihangel  Aber. 

280 

784 

5 

19 

81 

286 

Llanfynydd 

64 

208 

3 

12 

101 

263 

Llangathen 

70 

236 

— 

— 

85 

294 

Llansadwrn 

87 

247 

— 

— 

81 

188 

Llansawel  . . 

88 

268 

— 

— 

74 

175 

Llanwrda  . . 

71 

237 

— 

— 

49 

148 

Talley 

68 

231 

— 

— 

52 

169 

Cynwil  Gaeo 

123 

387 

— 

— 

210 

539 

Cilycwm 

74 

217 

— 

— 

99 

236 

Myddfai 

57 

179 

— 

— 

77 

65 

Betws 

310 

994 

— 

— 

18 

73 

Llandybie  . . 

2428 

7624 

3 

11 

45 

152 

Quarter  Bach 

836 

2590 

— 

— 

11 

35 
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DRAINAGE  AND  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 


As  it  is  important  that  all  people  enjoy  an  abundance  ol  whole- 
some water,  so  it  is  equally  important  that  they  should  have  hygienic 
sanitary  accommodation  with  satisfactory  drainage  arrangements 
for  the  proper  disposal  of  all  waste. 

This  is  a matter  which  has  occupied  the  minds  and  efforts  of 
officers  and  members  for  a considerable  number  of  years,  and  you 
can  be  justly  proud  of  your  efforts  in  this  direction.  When  \vatei 
shortage  was  a barrier  to  the  provision  of  sewei  age  schemes  in  so 
many  °of  the  more  rural  villages,  you  wisely  concentrated  your 
efforts  in  those  areas  where  abundant  water  was  available — Ffair- 
fach,  Rhosmaen,  Llangadog,  etc.  Then,  when  the  Comprehensive 
Water  Scheme  was  well  under  way,  you  gave  profitable  thought  to 
rmmgrous  other  villages — the  Llanwrda  and  Llansadwin  Sewei  age 
Scheme  was  actually  launched  during  the  year  under  review; 
preparatory  work  on  the  Rhandirmwyn  and  Cilycwm  Sewerage 
Schemes  is  well  advanced  under  the  keen  supervision  of  your 
Engineer  and  Surveyor ; and  numerous  other  schemes  are  following 
in  hot  pursuit. 

When  one  considers  that  even  at  the  present  time,  almost 
seventy-five  per  cent,  of  the  properties  within  your  area  are  served 
by  means  of  a water-carriage  system  of  drainage — either  to  sewer 
or  septic  tank — it  heartens  one  to  anticipate  the  increased  percentage 
when  a few  of  the  above-mentioned  schemes  have  been  completed. 

However,  with  more  than  two  thousand  earth  closets  still  in 
use  within  your  area — every  one  a potential  danger  to  health — 
none  of  us  can  afford  to  feel  too  self-satisfied  with  our  progress  to 
date.  Our  aim,  in  as  short  a time  as  possible,  must  be  the  substitution 
of  every  single  such  abomination  for  a modern  flush  toilet. 

But  even  with  the  best  will  in  the  world,  it  will  still  be  found 
that  countless  dwellings  will  be  too  far  removed  for  them  to  enjoy 
the  service  of  a public  sewer.  The  owners  of  such  properties  are 
being,  and  will  continue  to  be,  encouraged  to  provide  a water- 
carriage  system  discharging  into  a cesspool  or  septic  tank.  And  this 
will  bring  with  it  added  difficulties. 

For  many  years  before  its  introduction,  I advocated  the  inno- 
vation of  a cesspool  emptying  service  to  provide  an  alternative  and 
reasonable  service  for  those  ratepayers  who  were  deprived  of  the 
amenity  of  a public  sewer.  The  time  is  fast  approaching  when  it  will 
be  necessary  for  you  to  consider  the  development  of  this  service.  In 
the  current  year  alone,  as  a result  of  completed  improvement  grant 
schemes,  forty-three  additional  septic  tank  units  were  installed. 
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SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  CONDITIONS 


Ward/ Parish 

Drainage 

- Closet  Accommodation  - Baths 

Number 

of 

Houses 

Number 

connected 

to 

Sewer 

Number 

connected 

to 

Cesspool 
or  Septic 
Tank 

Number 

provided 

with 

Earth- 

Closet 

Number 

provided 

with 

Bath 

Llandeilo  South 

184 

91 

93 

250 

368 

Llandeilo  North 

88 

155 

157 

228 

400 

Cynwil  Caeo 

16 

141 

171 

150 

328 

Llansawel  . . 

57 

42 

57 

83 

156 

Llangadog  . . 

182 

133 

110 

280 

425 

Llanfihangel  Aber. 

186 

67 

103 

248 

356 

Llanwrda  . . 

18 

55 

57 

70 

130 

Talley 

10 

46 

63 

54 

119 

Llandingat  Without 

— 

34 

50 

34 

84 

Llanfynydd 

6 

63 

93 

65 

162 

Llanfairarybryn 

20 

80 

121 

97 

221 

Llansadwm 

35 

40 

89 

68 

164 

Myddfai 

— 

60 

71 

60 

131 

Cilycwm 

4 

69 

96 

68 

169 

Llanddeusant 

12 

43 

43 

50 

98 

Llanegwad  . . 

40 

157 

170 

189 

367 

Llangathen 

18 

64 

76 

79 

158 

Llandyfeisant 

— 

9 

10 

8 

19 

Betws  Upper 

53 

20 

40 

68 

113 

Betws  Lower 

183 

21 

47 

166 

251 

Quarter  Bach  No.  1 

461 

9 

18 

383 

488 

Quarter  Bach  No.  2 

313 

16 

41 

278 

370 

Glynamman 

408 

11 

46 

315 

465 

Llandybie  . . 

824 

43 

58 

776 

925 

Heolddu 

18 

20 

32 

36 

70 

Penygroes  . . 

644 

31 

76 

617 

751 

Saron 

693 

25 

61 

616 

779 

Totals 

4473 

1545 

2049 

5336 

8067 
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RODENT  CONTROL 


Summary  of  Control  Measures 


Type  of  Property 

No.  of 
Inspec- 
tions 

No.  of 
Treat- 
ments 

No.  Sect.  4 
Notices 

Block  Treatments 

No.  No.  of  No.  of 

Premises  Manholes 

L.A.  Property 

20 

20 

— 

Dwellings 

1546 

295 

— 

41  369  28 

Business  Property 

128 

28 

— 

Agric.  Property 

136 

2 

— 

Total 

1830 

345 

— 

41  369  28 

The  systematic  elimination  of  rats  has  continued  throughout 
your  area  during  the  year.  Every  report  received  of  the  presence  of 
rats  has  been  promptly  dealt  with,  and  as  time  has  allowed,  surveys 
have  been  carried  out  of  likely  areas  of  infestation,  even  though  no 
positive  reports  have  been  received.  In  this  way,  it  has  been  possible 
to  eliminate  very  large  numbers  of  these  rodents  and  prevent  new 
colonies  being  produced  as  a result  of  breeding  and  migration. 


Migration,  of  course,  is  one  of  the  chief  factors  which  makes  it 
impossible  even  to  hope  for  complete  elimination  in  an  area  such 
as  yours.  Until  all  local  authorities  face  up  to  the  real  health  and 
economic  hazards  associated  with  rats,  and  intensify  their  efforts 
towards  elimination,  the  problem  and  the  hazards  will  remain  with 
us. 


No  effort  is  spared  within  your  own  area  to  deal  effectively 
with  this  difficult  problem,  and  I am  fully  satisfied  with  the  results 
of  this  effort. 
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MEAT 


Private  Slaughterhouses 

Energetic  efforts  were  again  made  during  the  year  to  ensure 
that  the  lour  private  slaughterhouses  operating  within  your  area 
maintained  the  high  standard  of  hygiene  demanded  by  the  Slaughter 
Houses  (Hygiene)  Regulations,  and  on  the  whole,  conditions  pre- 
vailing have  been  good. 

The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  during  the  year  showed 
an  increase  of  1,197  over  the  previous  year.  Even  so,  a hundred 
per  cent,  meat  inspection  was  again  achieved. 

The  following  are  details  of  animals  slaughtered  and  inspected 
during  the  year:- 


Bovines 

2034 

Calves 

1133 

Sheep 

18104 

Pigs 

4640 

Total  25911 

RECORD  OF  MEAT  INSPECTION  AND  CHARGES 
FOR  THE  YEAR 


Slaughterhouse 

Animals  Inspected 

Charges 

Bovines 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

£ s.  d. 

Aberlash,  Bonllwyn 

135 

5 

858 

589 

49  16  0 

Bryn  Road,  Brynamman  . . 

1020 

1067 

11714 

2888 

498  17  0 

Gate  Road,  Penygroes 

843 

60 

4800 

1150 

243  7 0 

Brynglas,  Penygroes 

36 

1 

732 

13 

22  7 0 

Totals 

2034 

1133 

18104 

4640 

814  7 0 
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DETAILS  OF  MEAT  CONDEMNED 


BOVINES 


REASON  FOR  CONDEMNATION 

QUANTITY  CONDEMNED  (lbs) 

Fascioliasis 

3290 

Abscesses 

342 

Cirrhosis 

423 

Hydatid  Cysts  . . 

381 

Bruising  . . 

208 

Telangiectasis  . . 

138 

Necrosis  . . 

32 

Pneumonia 

65 

Nephritis 

11 

Osteomyelitis 

150 

Actinomycosis  . . 

97 

Pyrexia  . . 

300 

Emaciation 

480 

Total  ..  ..  5917 

CALVES 


REASON  FOR  CONDEMNATION  QUANTITY  CONDEMNED  (LBS) 


Nephritis  . . . . . . . . . . 12 

Abscesses  . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Pyrexia  . . . . . . . . . . . . 391 

Bruising  . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Total  . . . . 41G 
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SHEEP 

REASON  FOR  CONDEMNATION  QUANTITY 

CONDEMNED  (lbs) 

Fascioliasis 

..  1801 

Strongylosis 

145 

Physiological  Degeneration 

19 

Cysticercus  Tennuicolis 

12 

Hydatid  Cysts  . . 

..  486 

Emacation 

106 

Hepatitis 

14 

Abscesses 

4 

Bruising  . . 

84 

Contamination  . . 

6 

Total 

. . 2677 

PIGS 


REASON  FOR  CONDEMNATION  QUANTITY  CONDEMNED  (lbs) 


Pneumonia 

124 

Pleurisy  . . 

24 

Ascaris  Lumbricoides  . . 

150 

Tuberculosis 

. . 245 

Inflammation  . . 

61 

Cysticercus  Tennuicolis 

8 

Necrosis  . . 

4 

Septicaemia 

40 

Hydatid  Cysts  . . 

10 

Total 

666 

— 

GRAND  TOTAL  OF  MEAT  CONDEMNED 


4 tons  6 cwts  44  lbs. 
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OTHER  FOODS 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1955 

(i)  Food  Hygiene  (General  Regulations)  1960 

Routine  inspections  of  more  than  200  food  premises  during  the 
year  have  revealed  an  encouragingly  high  standard  of  hygiene  in 
these  establishments.  Where  there  have  been  contraventions  of  the 
above  regulations,  the  lapses  have  been  in  the  main  of  a minor 
nature,  and  easily  and  quickly  rectified  after  kindly  discussion  with 
the  occupiers. 

Without  either  threat  or  compulsion,  very  many  improvements 
have  been  achieved  during  the  year,  e.g.,  the  owner  of  a licensed 
premises  in  a remote  rural  area  (where  no  sewer  is  available)  has, 
on  request,  provided  separate  water  closet  accommodation  for  both 
sexes,  including  urinal  accommodation  suitably  and  automatically 
flushed,  and  all  discharging  into  a septic  tank;  major  repairs, 
improvements  and  renewals  have  been  carried  out  at  two  bake- 
houses; proper  drainage  arrangements  have  been  provided  in  con- 
nection with  a fried  fish  shop;  suitable  covered  containers  have 
been  provided  in  a number  of  confectioners  for  the  protection  of 
pastries,  etc. 

These  are  but  a sample  of  the  improvements  which  have  been 
achieved  as  a result  of  these  routine  inspections  of  food  premises 
during  the  year.  And  all  credit  is  due  to  the  owners  of  these  estab- 
lishments, without  whose  co-operation  our  task  would  be  made  so 
much  more  difficult  and  so  much  more  distasteful.  I am  greatly 
encouraged  in  the  knowledge  that  I had  no  cause  during  the  year 
to  recommend  to  you  that  any  legal  proceedings  be  instituted  for 
non-compliance  with  these  Regulations. 

(ii)  Food  not  of  tke  Nature,  Substance  or  Quality  demanded 

by  a Purchaser  (Section  2) 

The  discovery  of  foreign  bodies  in  foods  is  not  an  uncommon 
occurence.  Indeed,  it  is  likely  that  there  are  far  more  such  instances 
than  come  to  the  notice  of  the  public  health  department,  because 
more  often  than  not  substances  foreign  to  the  article  purchased,  are 
only  discovered  after  purchase  and  in  the  home,  and  unless  the 
purchaser  makes  a point  of  lodging  an  official  complaint,  nothing 
more  is  heard  of  the  matter. 
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During  the  year  under  review,  I had  occasion  to  bring  to  your 
notice  two  instances  of  foods  not  of  the  substance  demanded,  with 
recommendations  that  legal  proceedings  be  instituted  against  the 
defaulters. 

T.  he  first  case  a pint  of  milk  containing  liquid  mineral  oil — 
came  up  for  hearing  before  the  Ammanford  Magistrates  Court, 
when  Cambrian  United  Dairies  were  found  guilty  of  the  offence! 
A fine  of  £5  was  imposed  with  five  guineas  costs  and  £4  to  cover 
the  Analyst  s fee.  I cannot  over-emphasise  my  disappointment  with 
the  fine  imposed.  The  whole  purpose  of  such  an  excercise  is  to  pro- 
tect the  public  from  such  atrocities  and  the  institution  of  proceedings 
is  our  medium  whereby  we  have  a right  to  expect  the  imposition 
of  a fine  which  will  be  a deterrent  to  future  serious  lapses  of  this 
nature.  The  public  have  a right  to  be  protected;  the  law  demands 
they  be  protected;  the  public  health  department  uses  all  its  powers 
to  administer  this  law;  then  so  often,  as  in  this  instance,  the 
most  we  gain  for  the  time  and  labour  spent  in  preparing  our  case 
for  the  rightful  protection  of  the  unfortunate  purchaser,  is  frust- 
ration. 

The  second  case  of  this  kind  was  brought  before  the  Llandeilo 
Magistrates  Court  and  involved  the  purchaser  of  a tin  of  Stuffed 
Pork  Roll  containing  foreign  animal  matter.  The  defaulters,  Tyne 
Brand  Products  Ltd.,  were  found  guilty  of  the  offence  and  were 
fined  £20  and  £20  costs. 


The  following  are  the  house  construction  figures  for  the  year 
under  review  compared  with  those  for  the  year  1966:- 


HOUSING 


1966  1967 


Number  of  Council  Houses  erected 


94 


88 


Number  of  Council  Houses  under  construction  ..  124 


91 


Number  of  Private  Houses  erected 


34 


25 


Number  of  Private  Houses  under  construction  . . 27 


35 
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COUNCIL  HOUSES  — WAITING  LIST 


The  Council’s  Waiting  List  for  Council  Houses  decreased  con- 
siderably during  the  year.  On  the  31st  December,  1966,  this  figure 
stood  at  425 ; at  the  close  of  the  current  year,  only  284  families  were 
awaiting  rehousing.  This  sharp  decline  was  due  to  a number  of 
factors,  e.g.,  107  families  were  rehoused  during  the  year;  many 
others  indicated  that  for  various  reasons  they  no  longer  required  a 
council  house ; and  the  number  of  new  applications  received  during 
the  year  was  again  reduced. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  extent  of  your  housing  prob- 
lem in  the  various  wards  and  parishes  at  the  close  of  the  year. 


WardjParish  General  Needs 

O.A.Ps. 

Total 

Quarter  Bach  No.  1 

7 

2 

9 

Brynamman  . . 

25 

3 

28 

Upper  Betws 

4 

2 

6 

Lower  Betws  . . 

8 

2 

10 

Heolddu 

— 

— 

— 

Penygroes 

29 

5 

34 

Llandybie 

50 

6 

56 

Saron  . . 

32 

14 

46 

Llangathen 

2 

— 

2 

Llansadwrn  . . 

9 

1 

10 

Llangadog 

13 

1 

14 

Llandeilo  North 

6 

2 

8 

Llansawel 

9 

1 

10 

Cilycwm 

1 

— 

1 

Talley 

3 

1 

4 

Llanwrda 

2 

1 

3 

Llanfihangel  Aberbythich  . . 

5 

1 

6 

Llanegwad 

5 

4 

9 

Cynwil  Caeo 

3 

3 

6 

Llandeilo  South 

10 

2 

12 

Llanfairarybryn 

2 

1 

o 

J 

Llanfynydd  . . 

3 

3 

6 

Myddfai 

1 

— 

1 

Totals 

229 

55 

284 
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ACCOMMODATION  SURVEY 


During  the  year,  I completed  an  Accommodation  Survey  of 
all  your  Council  Houses,  and  subsequently  presented  it  to  you  for 
your  information  and  consideration.  This  was  an  interesting  and 
worth-while  excercise  concerned  largely  with  over-accommodation, 
under-accommodation  and  overcrowding. 

One  item  which  it  was  impossible  to  include  in  this  Survey,  was 
the  general  condition  of  the  houses.  This,  as  you  will  readily 
appreciate,  can  only  be  assessed  over  a long  period,  insamuch  as  it 
involves  the  inspection  of  every  house.  Yet  it  is  interesting  to  note 
that  since  the  Housing  Management  Committee  came  into  being, 
of  the  244  council  houses  inspected,  only  10  were  found  to  fall  short 
of  the  standard  you  have  a right  to  expect  of  your  tenants. 


PRIVATE  HOUSES 


During  the  year,  far  more  time  and  consideration  has  again 
been  given  to  the  saving  of  older  houses  than  to  closure  or 
demolition.  This  is  an  important  feature  of  slum  clearance  pro- 
cedure and  has  met  with  considerable  success.  But  this  does  not 
mean  that  action  has  been  neglected  in  respect  of  dwellings  which 
have  outlived  their  usefulness  as  units  of  human  habitation.  During 
the  year,  appropriate  action  was  taken  in  respect  of  29  such  prop- 
erties. 

But  unless  a tremendous  effort  is  made  and  maintained  in 
saving  houses,  slum  clearance  will  be  a continuing  problem  reaching 
far  into  the  distant  future  and  offering  little  if  any  hope  of  final 
solution. 

Inspections  of  these  older  houses  commenced  many  years  ago 
and  continued  throughout  the  year  under  review.  Reports  have 
been  presented  to  me  regularly,  and  as  a result  of  which  I have 
been  enabled  to  advise  owners  of  work  which  are  urgently  required 
to  save  these  houses  from  deteriorating  into  the  slum  category.  At 
the  same  time,  I have  advised  owners  where  appropriate,  of  the 
substantial  grants  which  are  available  for  the  modernisation  of  their 
properties.  This  personal  contact  and  subsequent  advice  by  letter, 
has  had  considerable  success,  and  has  resulted  already,  in  saving 
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very  many  of  these  older  houses,  and  at  the  same  time,  providing 
them  with  the  amenities  which  become  houses  of  this  day  and  age. 
At  the  close  of  the  year  90  per  cent,  of  all  properties  within  your 
area  were  enjoying  a piped  water  supply;  75  per  cent,  a water- 
carriage  system  of  drainage;  and  68  per  cent,  a modern  bathroom. 

During  the  year,  too,  76  discretionary  improvement  grant 
schemes  were  completed  and  these  qualified  for  grants  amounting 
to  £25,089.  In  addition  18  standard  grants  were  completed  which 
qualified  for  grants  amounting  to  £2,338 

I am  determined  that  this  trend  shall  continue,  with  each  year 
bringing  forth  a rich  harvest  of  saved  houses.  Encouraging  progress 
has  been  made  in  this  direction ; a sound  foundation  has  been  laid ; 
with  continued  resolute  effort,  I believe  that  slum  clearance  within 
your  area  can  become  an  obsolete  phrase  within  the  forseeable 
future. 


ACTION  TAKEN  UNDER  THE  HOUSING  ACTS  1957-1961 


Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 
served  requiring  repairs  (Section  9)  . . 


Number  of  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  by  owner  after 
service  of  formal  notice  (Section  9)  . . 

Number  of  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  by  local  authority 
in  default  of  owners  (Section  10) 

Number  of  houses  reconstructed  as  a result  of  formal  notice 
(Section  16) 

Number  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  demolition 
orders  (Section  17) 

Number  of  unfit  houses  closed  as  a result  of  formal  notice 
(Section  16) 


Number  of  notices  served  in  respect  of  houses  overcrowded 

Number  of  separate  tenement  or  underground  rooms  in 
respect  of  which  closing  orders  were  made  (Section 


Number  of  condemned  houses  reconstructed  (Section  24) 
Number  of  closing  orders  substituted  for  demolition  orders 

(Section  26,  H. A.  1961) 


4 

3 


Nil 

3 

15 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

1 
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CONCLUSION 


A large  measure  of  the  Department’s  time  and  effort  during 
the  year  has  been  concentrated  on  your  housing  problem,  and  it 
will  be  necessary  for  this  trend  to  continue  resolutely  for  a number 
of  years  if  our  highest  ambitions  are  to  be  achieved,  and  our  highest 
ambitions  must  encompass  :- 

(a)  the  satisfying  of  the  needs  of  every  family  requiring  rehousing 
by  providing  such  families  with  suitable  alternative  accom- 
modation ; 

(b)  the  obliteration  of  all  unfit  houses  throughout  the  area; 

( c ) the  saving  of  as  many  of  our  older  houses  as  possible  where 
these  lend  themselves  to  repair,  reconstruction  and  improve- 
ment, and 

( d ) the  continuing  of  our  improvement  grant  policy  with  added 
vigour  to  the  end  that  all  houses  may  enjoy  the  necessities  for 
modern  living. 

This  may  appear  to  be  over-ambitious  for  achievement  in  the 
foreseeable  future;  but  it  is  not  impossible,  and  therefore  worthy  of 
our  utmost  effort.  And  I can  assure  you,  that  in  so  far  as  your  public 
health  inpsectors  are  implicated,  a major  effort  in  this  direction  will 
continue  steadfastly. 

Food  is  another  subject  which  has  occupied  a fair  amount  of 
space  in  this  Report.  In  this  field  again,  much  time  and  effort  has 
been  employed  to  ensure  that  the  public  might  at  all  times  be 
assured  that  the  foods  and  meals  they  purchase  are  wholesome  and 
fit.  This  effort  has  been  directed,  not  only  to  static  food  premises, 
but  also  to  the  numerous  mobile  shops  that  now  trade  within  your 
area. 

This  concentration  on  housing  and  food  has  been  deliberate, 
but  every  effort  has  been  made  during  the  year  to  ensure  that  all 
those  other  fields  of  environmental  hygiene  have  not  been  neglected. 

It  has  been  encouraging  to  know  that  during  this  period  I have 
continued  to  receive  your  full  support  and  sympathy.  This,  with  the 
loyalty  and  energy  of  my  assistants,  and  the  continued  ready  co- 
operation of  my  colleagues  in  all  other  departments,  is  as  much  as 
any  officer  can  wish  for  and  I am  truly  grateful. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Members, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  THOMAS, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


